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A mistake. Mr. James M. Garnett, president of 
the Fredericksburg Agricultural society, is rot a 
member of congress, as mentioned in our last pa- 
per—he has been a member. ‘The representative 
from the district is his brother, Robert S. Garnett, 
egq.. The error is of no great importance—but we 
do not like to suffer errors to pass unnoticed, if 
made sensible of them. 





Tue Marrs. The “Federal Republican” of the 
18th inst. grievously complains of the irregularity 
and uncertainty of the mails, and adverts to the 
heavy losses sustained thereby. No doubt, the 
editor has much reason to find fault—but the fact 
is, that a great’part of the irregularity and uncer- 
tainty of the mails, in regard to newspapers, 1S Caus- 
ed by the slight manner in which they are packed; 
4s must be eyident to any one that ever saw the 
bags opened in a post office: how far our neighbor 
endeavors to prevent this, by the use of strong 
wrappers, we do not know--but we, who have ex- 
tended the packing of the Reeisrer to a degree of 
perfection unknown, we believe, in the United 
States before the publication of this work, have 
much reason to complain, and there is no doubt 


t that the disadvantages to which our packages are 
t necessarily liable, in being jostled about in the mail 
n bags, together with the rank carelessness in many 


of the post offices, keeps down the amount of our 
subscribers at the rate of more than an hundred 
r per annum, though we supply missing numbers 
free of charge, if lost in the mail: and, from the 
great number of post officesit is not, oftentimes, 


J possible to find out at which acts of carelessness 
i are committed—the affairs of many of them are 
‘s frequently given up to irresponsible and incompe- 
- tent subordinates. In all cases and without excep 
y, tion, we hold it to be a plain matter of right, that, 
-. when the principal of any office does not at least 


overlook the business transacted in it, unless pre- 
vented by sickness, &c. he should be instantly dis- 








Prrer Fnaycisco has petitioned the legislature 
of Virginia, for compensation for services rendered 
during the revolutionary war. His rencontre with 
a party of dragoons is history. 





Scarcity on surprty. We have frequently en. 
deavored to point out to our readers, as one of the 
most interesting subjects of practical political ece- 
nomy, the operations of scarcity and supply —shew. 
ing that the want of a one-hundredth part of that 
which is required for the usual consumption, will 
raise the price of the entire quantity consumed in 
a much greater amount than the whole value of the 
deficiency; or, that a surplus, in like manner, of a 
one-hundredth part, will so depress the price of the 
whole stock, that it would benefit the growers of 
that stock to destroy the surplus, and so keep it 
out of the market. See a late‘article on this sub. 
ject, page 164 of the present volume. | 

The greatest amount of foreign bread stuffs that 
Great Britain ever received was in the year 1802, 
and valued at ten millions of pounds sterling, This 
wasa year of great scarcity, The average import, 
when the introduction of foreign grain has been per. 
mitted, has not been half so much as ten millions; 
and it jis fairly to be presumed that, if the ports 
were always kept open, the average value of bread 
stuffs imported, for home use, would not exceed the’ 
value of 3 or 4 millions a year: but the Ediabu 
Review contends, and, no doubt, justly, that a remo- 
val of the restrictions on the importation of corn 
into Great Britain would, of itself, by permitting the 
consumers to import food from the cheapest market, lead 
to asaving of twenty five millions a year for the mass of 
the population. Such would be the operation of @ 
small foreign supply on the mighty quantity pro- 
duced in the countty—but, though twenty-five mil- 
lions could thus be saved to the consumers, what 
would become of the land-holders and the growers 
of grain? They would lose what the other gained, 
and so be unable to pay their taxes, tythes and poor 








en Missed, on the simple fact being made apparent, | rates; and the import, so far as its amount of cost 
ots éven though the business be satisfactorily perform- extended, would be a loss to the nation, un/ess, by 
he ed, that import they encouraged other nations to pur- 
he “He that by the plough would thrive, | chase British manufactures more freely, as would 
635 “Himself must either bold or drive.” lhe the case if grain was teceived from the United 
States, for instance. When an exchange of the 
on _“Royan” rracas. It is reported that an alterca- | product of labor takes place fairly, the commerce 
ths ‘on took plate on Monday evening last, at the fre-| which it furnishes is advantageous to all parties, 
10 vident’s table, between the minister ‘of his «most| A girl in a cotton millat Manchester, perhaps, could 
has christian majesty,” Louis XVIII, and of “his most | beggarseveral men working in the mines of Potosi, 
the stacious majesty” George 1V—which, on retiring |if the latter were compelled to exchange the pro- 
on. itom the table, so nearly came to blows, that they | duct of their labor for that of her hands, assisted 
had Were only prevented by the interference of the |machinery—the nominal current value of their re- 
representative of another foreign nation. We have |spective commodities, in their highest state of per- 
and het any further particulars. The Washington pa-|fection, being justly regarded in the exchange, to 
inch Pers are silent onthe subject. It is stated to have|be measured by the quantity of subsistence that 
5, Pr caused by that mighty matter called ‘etj-|they might be re-excbanged for with other persons. 
4 pa cite, ° 
And (PA subsequent account says that-some expres. : ; 
his ‘tons made use of by the British minister were mis- Fonsten NEWS. It is stated that the city of St. 
jor; understood by the minister of France, as reflecting | Domingo, intheisland of St. Domingo or Hispaniola, 
exe- om the French nation and government; and that the alias Hayti, has surrendered to “the patriots,*%— 
A ‘itish minister afterwards declared that he had no Where from? 
a dtention to offend by any expressions that he had| We have some account of the progress of things 
ae, ies there is a hope that peace ts re-establish-|in the interesting island of Hayti, The govern- 
€tween them. 
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gularity that belongs to others. The whole ter- 
ritory seems to be united and rapidly advancing in 
population and prosperity. ‘The march of mind is 
evidently great; and the politician, in our opinion, 
does wrong, who does not calculate upon a power- 
ful government in thisisland. Its effects no one 
can appreciate; but revolution would seem natu- 
rally to belong to them. 

The power of this state is vested in a president, 
senate and house of representatives—harmony pre- 
vails, and every subordinate department seems to 
be respectably filled by honorable men, zealous for 
the republic. Instruction is much attended to, and 
its benefits are highly spoken of. The army is well 
organized and its means powerful. Respect to the 
laws is enforced by precept and example, and the 
people must be considered as in a flourishing con- 
dition. 

The republic of Colombia has already prohibited 
the importation of slaves. May: God speed the re- 
public for this excellent act! Porto Cavello still 
remained in possession of the royalists, and many 
pirates are fitted out therefrom—but a speedy sur. 
render or evacuation was expected. A British 
sloop of war has been at Porto Cavello to remon- 
strate against acts of piracy, but was dismissed 
without receiving satisfaction, The owner of one 
of the piratical vessels from this place is ,the judge 
to decide upon the legality of captures! Those 
who fall into the hands of these miscreants are 
treated with an excess of cruelty. weet 3 

The congress of Colombia has passed a vote of 
thanks io a number of public characters in Europe 
and America—among them are mentioned the 
names of lord Holland and the abbe de Pradt, Mr. 
Clay, late speaker of congress, and colonel Duane, 
editor of the Aurora, and sir Robert Wilson and Jas. 
Mayrant, esqr. members cf the British house of 
commons. 


The editor of the Aurora has received some pri- 
vate letters and public papers shewing the pro- 
gress of things in Mexico. We learn, generally, 
from what is stated, that a new independent go- 
vernment has been firmly established and seated 
at the ancient capital of the empire, as has been 
befere mentioned, at the head of which Yturbide 
is placed. The whole country appears to be quiet, 
and a castle at Vera Cruz seems to be the only 
place possessed by Spain—this is defended by an 
insignificant force, and must soon be reduced, if 
not surrendered. It is the opinion of Mr. Duane 


. that, as early as the 25th of August last, «the con- 


nection between Mexico and Spain was severed 
forever.” The people rejoice in their deliverance, 
and are determined to support their independence. 
A “sovereign congress” is established to make the 
needful regulations, &c. The press is apparently 
free, and discusses public matters—as it should do. 


The following proclamation, from the comman- 
der of the Mexican army, to the people, may assist 
in shewing the real state of things: _ 

Mervicans!—You are already in a situation most 
auspicious to your happiness; your country is inde- 
pendent of all foreign authority; at Iguala I pro. 
mised you itshould be so: I have already traversed 
the vast space which separates slavery from liber- 
ty. I have employed all the means which appear- 
ed to me best adapted to assure to every American 
the right to express freely and securely his opi- 
nions; those causes which have hitherto excited 
apprehension and constraint, are removed, anid 
concealment is no longer necessary; where evil or 
perverse dispositions have prevailed, they learned 


. . 
ences ide 


to become moderate; and liberal ideas have super. 
ceded those that were contracted and unequal, 

Therefore it is, that you now see me in the cap}: 
tal of this great nation, which it is my pride to have 
entered without shedding one crop of blood; with. 
out having been the cause or the instrument of 
making one widow, one child an orphan, or causing 
one parent to load with execration the destroyer of 
his child; I have traversed the principal provinces 
of this nation, and every where have found an una. 
nimous people overcome with joy-—addressing to 
the army ef the three guarantees, the most cheer. 
ing and gladdening congratulations—and_ pouring 
out their ejaculations to heaven on the indepen. 
dence of their country. These demonstrations 
have given to my inmost soul delights that are inex. 
pressible; and have repaid, with tenfold interest, 
the fatigues, privations and nakedness of my fe). 
low soldiers of the country, who have, on all oc. 
casions, displayed cheerfulness, valor and cons 
stancy. 

Already you know how to become free; it be- 
longs to you now to deliberate on the means best 
adapted to secure and perpetuate your happiness. 
The junta shall be installed, and the congress as. 
sembled, and laws prepared, adapted ww secure 
your rights and property. 

I must now conjure you to cast away from your 
minds ungrateful recollections—obliterate from 
your hearjs_and language, the odious and frightful 
word extermination, and henceforth substitute in 
your thoughts and actions, wnion and. unshaken 
Sriendship. It is the duty of every man to contribute 
to the service of his country, his particular know- 
ledge and experience towards the formation of a 
code of laws and government. Abstain from the 
too common practice of satire, and the indulgence 
of malignant passions. Maintain order, and the au- 
thority and respect due to your magistrates, and 
co-operate with the sovereign congress in com: 
pleting the great work which ! have begun. 

Nor let me omit to re-call your regard to that 
state of things which has, but a short time, been 
changed, so that you may see what Providence has 
done for us, in placing in our hands, and commit: 
ting to American wisdom and prudence, the accom- 
plishment of that freedom and happiness of which 
we are susceptible. 

If all my efforts were due to our country, and 
that what I may have done should, in your opinion, 
ewtitle me to any reward, I ask only this, that you 
display your devotion and fidelity to the laws, and 
let me return to the tender embraces of my beloved 
family, desiring no more than that you will, occa- 
sionally, remember with esteem, 

Your friend, 
Mexico, 27th September, 1821. 
Latest European news. 

The British sloop of war Hind has arrived at New 
York from Portsmouth, bringing London papers ©! 
the LOth of November, and Paris dates of the 7th. 

The king of England has returned to Londo. 
He did not visit Paris, but was waited on by the 
duc d’Angouleme while at Calais. The journey’ 
men flax dressers in Scotland are said to earn from 
25 to 30s. a week. The manufacturers at Man: 
chester, &c. are all busily employed. The pricé 
of corn was still declining. Despatches from the 
East Indies announce the success of the Britis! 
arms against the ‘Berri Boo Ali Aras,’ on the coast 
of the Red sea. The navigation of the Clyde has 
been so much improved, that a ship of 400 ton 
burden has entered the port of Dumbarton. This 


YTURBIDE. 





is the first ship that ever entered that port, 
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The French chambers assembled on the 6th of 
November—the king’s speech is given below. No- 
thing else of news published. 


The Spanish papers have attacked the London 
Courier for misrepresenting the state of the coun- 
try—they deny that Spain is the theatre of anar- 
chy, terror, &c. They say that disorder is hushed, 
and canals commenced, establishments for industry 
raised, &c. The fever was decliningat Barcelona, 
&c. : 

The Portuguese cortes was still in session. It 
is proposed to abolish the orders of the knights of 
Malia and that of St. John of Jerusalem, and this is 
thought to be a preliminary step to the destruc- 
tion of all orders of distinction. ‘The orator quoted 
Switzerland the United States of America, It was 
also proposed, by way of encouraging their own 
manufactures, that all citizens, “who eat the bread 
of the nation,’’ that is, all office-holders, should 
clothe themselves exclusively in articles of their 
own production. 


The Turkish divan is said to have acceded to the 
most of the demands ot the emperor of Russia, but 
some difficulties existed as to the guarantee which 
he required for the Greeks. Certain propositions 
of the British minister had been rejected by Rus- 
sia, who is supported by Austria and Prussia. The 
Turks have prohibited the return home of their 
troops during the winter, the Russians being still 
on the frontiers. Tripolizza, the capital of Pelo- 
ponnessus, is reported to have been surrendered 
to the Greeks. Persia appears to be at war with 
Turkey—a son of the Schah is said to have march- 
ed against Bagdat at the head of 60,000 men. | 


Speech of Louis XV IIT. on the opening of the session 
af the chambers. 

Gentlemen, it is always with confidence, and on 
the present occasion, under favorable auspices, that 
} come to open this session. 

in preceding years, I was compelled to partici- 
pate my griefs with yours. 

n More happy now, I have only to return thanks 
S to the All-powerful, for the constant protection 
ts which he has vouchsafedto France. The son, with 
which heaven has soothed my sorrows, grows with 
the public prosperity, and continues to be to me a 
source of consolation and hope. This child, my 
heart feels confident, will be worthy of us; he will 
» & merit the love with which my subjects surround 


Dh Uc OF ee ee ee, Be, aad 


be his cradle. ‘ 

d ._ My relations with foreign powers have never 
d ceased to be amicable, and I have a firm confidence 
a that they will continue to be so. 

Great calamities afflict the east. Let us hope 
that they approach their termination; and that the 
prudence and cordiality of all the powers will find 

| the means of satisfying what religion, policy and 
We humanity may justly demand. 
ol VYhe naval farce, which, under these circumstan- 
he ces, I have stationed in the seas of Levant, has ac- 
” complished the object which Icontemplated. Our 
ae ships have always effectually protected my subjects, 
a and often they have afforded to misfortune a timely 
aid, 
od A destructive scourge desolates a portion of 
a Spain. Ihave prescribed, and I will maintain, the 
“ rigorous precautions which protect our coasts and 
‘ frontier from the contagion. 
ist It we take a view of our domestic state, what mo- 
1° tives have we not to bless Providence. The sensible 
‘i progress of industry, agriculture, and the arts, at- 


tests that of commerce; and very soon new chan- 


tion and traffic, extend the general good to all parts 
ofthe kingdom. | ; 
The prosperity of the finances, the intelligible 
exposition of the public accounts, and fidelity to 


4 engagements, have consolidated public credit, and 


increased the resources of the state. 

The period at which I have convoked vou, and 
the orders which I have given that the financial 
laws should be first submitted to you, sufficiently 
manifest my desire to put and end to provisional 
grants: the chambers will, doubtless, be eager to 
second my intentions, | 

Our auspicious situation, and the return of inter. 
nal and external tranquility, have already admitted 
of a diminutien in one of the most onerous of the 
taxes, that which marks reproduction in its source, 
by overcharging landed property. Next year, those 
so assessed, will wholly enjoy this reduction. I de- 
sire that successively, and as soon as the exigen- 
cies of the state, and the dignity of France will 
permit, the various taxes which constitute the pub- 
lic revenue shall be investigated, and, if practica- 
ble, demonstrated or better assessed. 

The laws sre respected, and the depositories of 
my power become every day more and more im. 
bued with their strength. Order and discipline 
reign in the army. | : 

_Every where passions are subsiding and suspi- 
cions wearing away; and it gives me pleasure to 
acknowledge, gentlemen, that by your loyal co- 
operation, you have powerfully contributed to all 
this good. 

Let us persevere in the wise measures to which 
such prosperous results must be attributed; let us 
persevere in that unity of views which has so effi- 
caciously defeated the vigilance, and restrained the 
last efforts of the spirit of trouble and disorder. 

In this, the repose of Europe is not less inte. 
rested than ours, Itis thus that all the generous 
sentiments will be developed, with which I know 
your bearts abound, and that you will establish, 
upon the gratitude, the love and the respect of my 
subjects, the throne which protects the liberties 
of all. ’ 

«Misznirs.”? During the last week w@ reveived 
a letter from a subscriber in Kentucky, in which 
was contained an affidavit made before a justice of 
the peace (all in ample order), by an indifferent 
person, that he [the latter, by direction of the for- 
mer] had, in October last, deposited a letter in the 
post office at Lexington, addressed to us, and paid 
the postage on the same, in which was enclosed the 
sum of fifteen dollars, “in United States paper,” 
which letter never came to hand: but the testi- 
mony is so corclusive that the subscriber has been 
credited for the amount, under our promise to gua. 
rantee the safety of the mails. The subscriber a:jds, 
that he paid twenty-three dollars in Kentucky pa- 
per for these fifteen dollars in "United Steras pa 
per,” and for his zeal to serve us has our thanks, 
though the issue has been so unfortunate. 

There is no remedy for such grievances, unless in 
the removal of too many postmasters who never at- 
tend to their business, and leave the important 
charge of the mail to “Tom, Dick and Harry” any 
body that they can pick up, to nominally perform 
the duties for which they take eare to be paid. 





Fiona. Weleatn from St. Augustine, that the 
expedition to explore the territory in search of 
land fitted for the cultivation of coffee, has succeed. 
ed. If such land abounds in Florida, and We thigk 





nels will, by multiplying the means of commnnica- 


it highly probable that it does, it will canze a rapid 
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rise in the importance of the country. The great 
duty now imposed on the article will cause its cul- 
tivation to be extended to the utmost, like that of 
sugar has extended and is extending in Louisiana. 
We learn that the citizens of East Florida have 


ee 


tle, but nothing in the consideration of a gent/eman 
——in office. Yet the people love to be fooléd, 
and J say let them be fooled, if they wish it. {am 
the friend of liberty—though for ‘me and my house,’ 
I shall not use London ready-made clothing, ‘let 


signed a memorial to congress, praying that the}others do as they may.’ 


whole territory ceded by Spain, may be so organiz- 

ed as.to have but one territorial government; and, 

as neither St. Augustine or Pensacola are so located 

as tu be aconvenient place for the legislature to 

asseinble, they suggest the designation of some spot 

on which a city may be erecied for the metropolis. 

The legislature of the state of Alabama has peti- 

tioned congress, that the part of Florida which hes 

west of the Appalachicola may be annexed to that 

state, which seems to be a reasonable request and 

will probably be granted—and the house of repre- 

sentatives of Georgia have unanimously passed a) 
set of resolutions for the purpose of obtaining an 

annexation of the rest of the territory, or the whole 

ot East Florida, to that state: among the reasons 
set forth for this request, it is stated that a consi- 
derable part of Georgia is watered by streams that 
empty themselves into the gulf, hereafter to be- 
come the channels of a great trade, &c. 





' Bank oy THE Unirep States. We see it men- 
tioned in several papers, fthat an opposition is get- 
ting up to the re-election of Mr. Cheves, as presi- 
dent of this institution. We afé not informed of 
the why or wherefore—but rather suppose that the 
present efforts to remove him will prove abortive. 

Of its discounts The Washington City Gazette 
regards the adoption of the late resolution offer- 
ed «by -Mr. Colden, as to the receipt of usurious 
interest by this institution, as “evidently a bold 
dash at the very existence of the bank.” It may 
be so—but the bank is just now too important to 
the treasury operations to be easily ««dashed”’ down. 
if things remain as they are, it will become what 
we have always feared that it would be, the -mas- 
ter spirit—before the year 1826: und all, I suppose, 
that the people have to do is to submit to the go- 
vernment of their government! 

setiitadintedl 

Mr. Hacyer. I apprehend that J shall not have 
the pleasure to present this gentleman, third au- 
ditor of the treasury, the great compliment which 
I conditionally promised him, a short time since; 
though I doubt not that he has faithfully labored 
to deserve it, andmore. It appears by the treasu- 


ry report, that out of the fifteen millions of unclosed | 


accounts on his books, the sum of but 120,000 dol. 
lars was realized in the last year, and that the se- 
cretary only hopes to get 60,000 in the next. That 
is, in two years about an eightieth part of what had 
been previously unsettled tor three years. But the 
“Intelligencer” says that he has effected settlements 
of the unadjusted accounts to the amount of about 
five millions, and this is really good: 





READY MADE CLOTHING. I observe that my Eng- 
lish neighbors have opened a shop at Washington 
city, for the sale of “London ready-made clothing,” 
where, I hope, that they will be extensively patro- 
nized by all who hold it right that foreign industry 
should be encouraged, while American taylors— 
men of the thimble in time of peace, but who no- 
bly carry the musket in war, are in want of em- 
ployment to support themselves and their families. 
What is a mechanic? Not much in war unless the 
enemy is to be met—and less in peace, if his «vote 
and interest’ is not required: and “clodhoppers”’ 





New-Jerser. We have noticed the apparent de. 
falcation of the late treasurer of this state— it seems 
that his accounts have been carefully overhauled, 
and that the state is really indebted, in a handsome 
sum of money, to him, instead of his being a de. 
faulter. We are glad of this from the respect that 
we have entertained for major Gordon—but it goes 
to shew that there must have been some needless 
uncertainty in the accounts, which belongs to tov 
many other treasuries—-especially that of Marland, 
though the honor and henesty of the incumbent is 
not, in any degree, suspected. Wecannot see any 
reason why such accounts should not be as simply 
stated as those of a common merchant or mechanic, 
who keeps a regular set of books. 





Vinernra. A most unpleasant and unprofitable 
[shall we add disgracefu'?} contest is going on be- 
tween the governor and the executive council,and 
each have addressed the legislature on the sub- 
ject. Wecannot place the matter fairly before our 
readers without publishing all the papers, which 
we have not room to do, if they were of a character 
rightful to record in this work. The governor, 
(col. I. M. Randolph, recently re-elected), com- 
plained, in rather severe terms, to the assembly of 
what he put forth as the usurpations of the coun- 
cil—as if they would not let him be the governor; 
to this the council replied “and were very particu- 
lar in letting the assembly know that they cared as 
little for the governor as he cared for them.” The 
latter produced a publication from the governor 
in the newspapers,in which he promises to exam- 
ine the matter in detail thereafter, concluding as 
follows; “To the charge that I have been incapa- 
ble of meeting the public exigencies from intoxi- 
cation,* I now make the only possible answer, that 
| there never was a more outrageous lie subscribed 
to by man.” 

a7The council have denied any intention to 
prefer the charge of intoxication against the go- 
vernor—they say that they “deem it due to truth 
and their own characters, to declare that they de- 
signed no such imputation.” 





Kentucxy. About one hundred and seventy dol- 
lars, in bills of the bank of the commonwealth of 
Kentucky, are now given for one hundred dollars 
in bills of specie-paying banks. The bills of the 
old bank of Kentucky are becoming very good, and 
the prospect is that they will be speedily paid, un- 
less the legislature, in its wisdom, shall compel this 
bank to receive the bills of the bank of the com- 
monwealth. We have not room for comment on 
this state of things, but may refer our readers to 
our prophecies. ; 


—_— 





*This supposed to allude to the following sen- 
tence in the council’s address to the legislature— 

“They have looked at, nay have been compelled 
daily to behold the exigencies of the public; and 
they have concluded the evils to be the same, 
whether the governor becomes unable to discharge 
his duties by a visitation of Providence, or by v0- 
luntarily subjecting himself to circumstances which 
place the performance of those duties beyond his 





are of the same class——a very useful kind of cat-| 





power.” 
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PROMULGATION OF THE Laws. -The ‘National In- 
telligencer” publishes a list of the editors authoriz- 
ed to promulgate the laws.-the number is about 
70, and the amount that each received for publish- 
ing theacts of the last session was 124 dollars, which 
is more than they usually come to; and the aggre- 
gate cost was 8,680—which, when divided among 
so many persons, cannot be regarded as a matter of 
much importance toany one of them. 

We, a long while ago, doubted if much good re- 
sulted from this manner of promulgating the laws 
There are 70 papers,'and, if we average them at 700 
subscribers each, we have 49,000 copies issued, in 
a detached, irregularand fugitive form-—so that not 
one copy, perhaps, in fifty is preserved or laid aside; 
probably, the usual acts are mot even read by one 
person cut of fifty who receive the papers in which 
they arepublished. But the copies thus dispersed 
anong the people, cost the nation about 19 cents 
each, and an appropriation of 8,680 dollars would 
have furnished, at a rough calculation, 150,000 co- 
pies, if closely printed, but on a good type and paper, 
ina neat pamphlet form, in which they would be pre- 
served for reference and use. It is two or three 
years, we believe, since this subject was mentioned 
in this paper, and we really think that it is a matter 
worthy of the consideration of the secretary of 
state and congress: and if, for the convenience of 
distribution, the United States should be divided 
into four great districts, in each of which a quanti- 
ty of the laws should be printed in pamphlet form, 
the cost would not be increased thereby more than 
5or 6:0 dollars forthe whole. It is very certain 
that the present mode of promulgating the laws is 
of very little practical benefit—and when any im- 
portant law passes, the printers are always prompt 
to give it as an article of news—-those that are not 
paid for publishing as readily as those that are, 
which will ever be the case. 

(C7Since the above was written, the editors of 
the «National Intelligencer” have corrected their 
statement—-it was for the laws of the session before 
the last that they received 124 dollars——and say that 
the average is about 75 dollars: this, however, has 
no material effect on the general principlesset forth 
in the preceding statement. If the quantity of cost 
isless, so is that of matter and of expense in pub- 
lication in pamphlet form. 





Postic tanns. Other bills are up in congress 
for a further extension of credit to the purchasers 
of public lands. ‘The statute book is disgraced 
by such acts. We would seriously advise the pas- 
sage of an act directing that the debtors for lands 
should satisfy their debts “sixty days after it is con- 
venient,” if convenient then; and so prevent any 
“further” needful legislation on the subject. 





PUBLIC LANDS FOR THE PURPOSES OF EDUCATION.— 
We have been anxious to publish a review of the 
report of the legislature of Maryland, on the ap. 
propriation of public lands for the use of schools, 
irom the «North American Review,” for October 
last—but its great length has prevented its inser- 
tion. We have, however, laid the original report 
hefore our readers, as well as the reports of the 
different legislatures that have acted upon it, as an 
amendment to the constitution of the United States. 
it has been rejected, we believe, only in one state, 
(New-York), and there is much probability that it 
Will finally prevail. Indeed, we cannot see why it 
Should be opposed, for the claim seems to be one 
of common justice; and we are at a loss to con- 
secture any reason why the people of the western 









4 


— 


states, for whuse benefit the public lands have been 
appropriated for the purposes of education, should 
object to the like favor being extended to the old 
states, which won, or obtained, the right to all the 
public lands... “Equality is equity—conformity is 
justice.” The greatest doubt appears to be about 
the manner in which the right of the case may be 
managed-—but this should not défeat the purpose; — 
surely there is discretion enough to direct this. 

A committee of the legislature of Tennessee 
has advised that a decision on the subject of the 
Maryland resolutions should lie over. The govern- 
or of Ohio, in his late message to the legisiature of 
that state, advises a protest against the passage of 
these resolutions. | 

AFRICAN COLONIZATION. It appears that the 
agents of the American colonization society have 
succeeded in purchasing a tract of land at St. 
John’s river, or Grand Bassa, of king Ben; for 
which they are to pay an annual tribute of two 
casks of rum, two casks of manufactured tobacco, 
one box of pipes, twenty pieces of cloth and some 
other articles. The settlers, at our last accounts 
from them, were at Foura Bay, in the colony of 
Sierra Leone, but would proceed to Grand Bassa 
as soon as the rainy season was over. They have 
encountered many hardships, but are reported as 
not being discouraged—on the contrary, they ap- 
pear to be filled with a confidence of success and 
reward for their sufferings. Many had been sick; 
but their diseases generally yielded to medicine. 
Some however, had died, among whom the rev. 
Joseph R. Andrus, one of the agents. 
Katetnescore. A work under this title, to be 
ornamented with engravings, is proposed to be pub- 
lished at New-York, edited by a society of gentle. 
men. its plan appears to be that of a literary works 
similar to what the “Port Folio” was, except 
in its hatred to the rights of man; but this is not 
intended to partake of a political character at all. 
We are privately informed that tbe gentlemen en- 
gaged to support it are well qualified to execute 
the task, and we wish them success, It is to be 
published in monthly numbers, in 8vo. six of which 
are to make a volume of 384 pages; each number 
to be embellished with an engraving, at $6 per ann. 
payable in advance by those to whom it shall be re- 
mitted by post. 

HaRTFORD CONVENTION, The eastern papers no- 
tice in “due form,” the anniversary of the meeting 
of this convention (the 15th Dec. 1814), and call 
the gentlemen that composed it “blue lights.” 
But this is the “ara of good feelings,” and such 
“wicked” things should not be published. 








SENTIMENTS OF TENNESSEE. On the 23d ult. a 
great public dinner was given by the citizens of 
Nashville to general William Carroll, governor of 
the state of Tennessee, at which were present gen. 
Andrew Jackson, and Messrs. Grundy, Dunn, Fen- 
tress, and Miller, members of the legislature of the 
state. Among the teasts given we find the follow- 
ing: 

The union of the states. —The patriot contemplates 
a severance with horror, and avoids the course that 
leads towards it. 

The next president.—The American people will 
elevate the man of independence, talents 2nd inte- 
grity. 

By G. W. Gibbs, esq. Our yankee brethren.—! 
guess we had better be friends; they want our cot 





‘ton, we want their ships and other notions, 


! 
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By J. P. Erwin, esq. Our yankee brethren.— We 
like their tricks at Bunker’s Hill, lake Erie, Platts- 
burg and Champlain, 

Marts svear, The Geneva (N. Y) Gazette 
states that 73,905 lbs. of maple sugar were made in 
the town of Phelps, during the last spring. 

[By Spafford’s Gazetteer we learn that Phelps is 
a township of Ontario county, about ten miles long 
and eight broad, and thickly settled with industri- 
ous farmers. The late census shews that it con- 
tains 5,688 inhabitants, or 71 to the square mile; by 
which we learn that a dense population may be sus. 
tained even ina sugar-maple growing country; and 
the importance of the object, we hope, will gene- 
rally induce the farmers to preserve these valuable 
trees. The crop of sugar in this little township, 
was worth 8,868 dollars—clear gain. | | 

Heran warers or THE Mississtprt, &c. Mr. School- 
craft, who accompanied governor Cass, &c. in the 
late expeditions to the north-west, estimates the al- 
titude af Cassina lake, at the sources of the Mis. 
sissippi, at 1330 feet above the Atlantic ocean; that 
of lake Superior is put down at 641 feet. 





Law Intetiicgexce. In Baltimore county court 
--the president and directors of the Union bank 
of Maryland against Nicholas G. Ridgely. 

This was.an action broughtin Baltimore county 
court against the defendant as one of thesecurities 
in a bond given by the former cashier of the Union 
Bank of Maryland, the condition of which was, “that 
the cashier would faithfully execute the trust re- 
posed in him and perform the duties of the office, 
&c.”* The case was argued during the present 
term of the ‘court on demurrer to several pleas 
pleaded by the defendant in bar to the action— 
one of which was, in substance, that the bond was/ 
given under the original charter of the bank, 
whiich, by the act of incorporation, was ‘to con- 
tinue in force until the expiration of the year 
eighteen hundred and fifteen, and until the end of 
thé next session of assembly thereafter,” and ter- 
minated on the sixth day of February, 1817; and 
that the defendant was not answerable for any loss 
sustained by the bank in consequence of any. mis- 
conduct of neglect of duty of the cashier, after 
the termination of the charter. Judge Dorsey 
recently delivered the opinion of the court, which, 
onthe above point, was in favor of the defendant. 
It is understood that all, or nearly all, the claim of} 
the bank, resulted from transactions after the ori- 
ginal charter had terminated. 


The above decision, is not only iinportant as 


respects the particular case in whichit was made, 
but will be very extensive in its effects, as a num- 
ber of actions are depending against the securities | 
of other officers, by the same and by several other | 
banks in this city for very large claims similarly si- 
tuated. We understand that it is intended to ap- 
peal from the decision to the court of appeals, 
where the several questions made and argued here 
will receive a final determination.— Ga z. 





Aw INSURANCE CAUSE Was decided in the British 
court of king’s bench, on the 30th of Octcber lust, 
Which is worthy of notice: 

“it was an insurance on mules, asses and oxen, 
shippec/in England for the island of St. Vincents. 


| 


the underwriters refused to pay, on account of an 
exception in the policy, from mortality or death, 
It, however, appeared, that the deaths were occa. 
sioned by the perils of the sea. The words in the 
policy, said the lord chief justice, meant death from 
natural causes—that there might be a remote cause 
to superinduce natural death, but, as the policy was 
not explicit, the underwriters could take no advan. 
tare of it, and judgment was given for the plain. 
till, Wm. Lawrence.” 





NATIONAL CLAIMS. From the Portsmouth Journal, 
France, by her late claims on the U. States, is dis- 
posed to avail herself of the provisions of the Loui- 
Siana treaty, made with the /ate existing govern- 
ment ofthat country. This is acting ona perfectly 
correct national principle—that every act done by 
an existing government is, under every change of 
circumstances, stilla national act. On this groung 
ought the government of the United States to 
stand, and demand of France compensation for all 
our property illegally captured, almost without 
pretence of right, and condemned! | 

Great Britain has acted on this principle with 
France, and has demanded and received, in an 
ample manner, compensation for all their illegal 
confiscations, as the following extracts will show. 

Paris, 30th May, 1814. 
( Confirmed 20th Nov. 1815. > 

Art. 2.. The British and French governments 
shall name without delay, commissivners to liqui- 
date, &c. 

The commissioners mentioned in art, 2d. shall 
undertake the examination of the claims of his 
Britannic majesty’s subjects upon the French go- 
vernment, for the value of the property, moveable 
or immoveable, illegally confiscated by the French 
authorities. 

France engages to ratify the report of the com- 
missioners, and to discharge the sums due. 

Art. 6, The vessels, ships, cargoes and other 
moveable property, which shall have been seized 
and confiscated, either to the profit of France, or 
tothe profit of his most Christian majesty, in con- 
formity to the laws of war, shall not be admitted to 
the liquidation. 

Done at Paris, 20th Nov. 1815. 

CASTLEREAGH, 
WELLINGTON,, 
RICHLIEU.” 
fExtracts from Hertslet’s Collection of treatises 
and conventions, vol. 1, page 263, 287—printed 
1820.] 





Nusstan America. In an imperial ukase, dated 
St. Petersburg, Oct. 4, the following, among other 
regulations, are laid down for the trade of the Aleu- 
tian Islands, and in the Russian possessions on tle 
north west coast of America: 

“Sec. 1. All trade, whale fishing, fishing in ge- 
neral, and every branch of business in the ports 
and bays, and in general along the whole north 
West coast of America, from Behring’s Straits to 5+ 
degrees, north latitude as also along the Aleutia” 
Islands, and on the east coast of Siberia, and alongs 
the Kurile Islands, that is to say, from Behring’ 
Straits to the south cape of the Island of Ooroop, 
in 45, 51, north latitude, are permitted to Russia 
subjects exclusively. 

“Sec. 2. Every foreign vessel is consequently 





A number of the animals died on the passage, and | 





*The cashicr had “defaulted” the bank of a large 
amount, Ep. Rk. | 
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prohibited, not only from landing on any of the 
coasts or islands specjfied in the foregoing section, 
but also from approaching them within a less dis- 
tance than one hundred Italian miles, Whoeve' 
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shall violate the prohibition is liable to confiscation 
of ship and cargo,” &c. 

“The Paris Journal des Debats, makes the follow- 
ing remarks on this ukase — 

«We must observe that thisis the first known act 
of sovereignty by which the emperor of Kussia 
determines ina fixed manner, the maritime limits of 
the immense territory hitherto described under the 
vague name of Russian America, Whe ukase com- 
prehends within its limits a great part of the disco. 
yeries of Cook, Vancouver, and Quadra; but it ap- 
pears to limit considerably the extent of the Rus 
sian establishments, which, according to the latest 
voyages, already touched upon California. There 
remains still to be determined the inland boundary, 
where Russian America approaches the territories 


held to belong to the English United Company of |’ 


Canada and Hudson Bay. It isa great phenomenon 
thus to see two European powers, having made the 
tour of the globe, each from his own side, meet and 
come in contact in regions yet scarcely known. 

“The provisions of this ukase are interesting not 
only to the English and the Americans, but also to 
French navigators, who, following the traces of 
Marchant or Balgueric, may undertake expeditions 
for commerce or fishing in these distant coasts.” 

ap There have been some late proceedings in the 
house of representatives, as to the transport of can- 
non, &c, te the mouth of the Columbia river, and it 
is not impossible that we may get into a dispute 
with Russia in regard to our claim to the jurisdic 
tion of the country presumed to have been ceded 
by the purchase of Louisiana, and since adjusted 
with Spain, 

The “National Intelligencer” has some remarks 
on this subject, and thinks it probable that the Rus 
sian ukasc grew out of a report made to the last 
session of congress by Mr. Floyd. “If so, it isa 
denial of the United States to any part of the north- 
west coast, north of 51 degrees.” Our claim is 
stated as being positive to the 53d degree, and as 
presumptive for a further extent; but the emperor 
of Russia has made it penal for the ship of any fo- 
reign nation to fish, or do business further north 
thanthe Slst degree: nay, foreign vessels are warn- 
ed from approaching within 100 Italian miles of 
that degree, being two degrees and 100 miles fur- 
ther south than the report above alluded to put 
down as indisputably within tlie sovereignty of the 
United States. It appears likely that the ukase 
is simply intended to contest the right of this claim. 
The Intelligencer observes—“the report of the 
committee of the house of representatives of last 
session, affordsa key to this decree, which, we ap- 
prehend, is to be found in the following passage of 
the report of the committee of congress: 

“The committee believe, from the usage of all 
nations, previous and subsequent to the discovery 
of America, the title of the United States to a very 
large portion of the coast of the Pacific ocean, to 
be well founded; nor have they been able te ascertain 
that any other government than Spain has mude claim 
to any part of it, from Cape Horn to the sixtieth degree 
of north latitude.” 

“It is now beyond doubt, thatanother government 
than Spain Jays claim to a part of that territory 
south of the sixtieth degree of north latitude, viz. to 
the fifiy first degree, being a difference of nine de- 
Zrees only! 


procure the passage, in congress, of an act to au- 


| thorise the establishment of a post at the mouth of 


the Columbia, which, however earnestly proposed 
by the mover, has, hitherto, hardly been seriously 
entertained by the house whose attention has been 
calicd to it. 

“With regard to the true northern limit to the 
claim of the United States on that coast, should any 
difference finally appear to exist betweew Russia 
and the United States, there can ve no doubt of its 
being amicably settled the moment it becomes a 
point of discussion between the two governments. 
When Russia and the United States fall out, it will 
not be about any thing so unimportant, we hope, 
as the nominal title to a degree or two of almost 
undiscovered land.” 

f The Columbia river is laid down in the 46th de- 
gree of north latitude; and Mellish’s last edition of 
his map, claims for us only to the 49th degree, as a 
straight line running east and west from the pre- 
sumed northern point of boundary between us and 
the British claims to the west—starting from the 
southern extremity of the “lake of the Woods.” 
But, even if the emperor of Russia ssould make 
good his claim to the 51st degree, we guess that 
there will be a region of country large enough left 
for us. } 

















The Yellow Fever in Spain. 
London, .Viv. 2. Tie following private letter, 
which we take from the Journal des Debats, gives 
a truly afflicting picture of the suffering and mor- 
tality caused by the yellow fever at Barcelona: 
Barcelona, Oct. 17. { wrote to you by the last 
courier, ata moment when I was scarcely able to 
hold the pen, in a state-of high fever. I have 
forgotten all the details which I sent you—Ah! 
my dear brother, if you beheld my situation; I am 
the most wretched of men. We were eight in 
number, shut up in this one house. From the 
7th of October we had communication with no hu. 
man creature. What a mischance! when on the 
10th inst. we heard knocking at the door. We 
went to look out at the window. Sanalapan was 
called in order to be informed that his son was 
takenill. At this news the wretched father cried 
out repeatedly, “my son, my son has taken. the 
infection, J will see him!” The mother, who was 
in the house, appeared as wretched as the father. 
They went out in haste, and returned in a quarter 
of an hour with their sick son, It was in vain 
that we remonstrated with them upon the danger 
of introducing him. As they were the porters of 
the house, we could not prevent their entering. 
Heavens! Whatimprudence! What calamity en- 
sued! The son was put to bed~-in 24 hours he 
expired. ‘The muther was soon seized with the 
contagion, also the father, Between the 10th and 
14th, eight of us had caught it. UT ueow wipes, 
five were carried off, and my daughter is at her 
last hour. ‘The French physicians visit us twice a 
day, and give some hopes of recovery. To be pre- 
pared for the worst, I have made my will, which is 
deposited at the parish church of St. Michael. 
To-day I have been upon the ramparts searching 
for some herbs for my daughter. On my way along, 
I encountered at least twenty carts loaded with 
dead. There are still ten thousand dead in the 


“If this decree, therefore, appearing just at this}town. At Barcclonetta there is nota soul left—- 
moment, has no other effect, it gives interest to the | «All the world” is Gead. The worst of it is that 
proceedings in congress relative to a settlement at | the bodies are left to horrible putrefaction in the 
the mouth of the Columbia river. It will not be albouses. It is impossible to stir out without shed- 





thatter of surprise to us, that it have the effect tojding tears. ‘error is at its utmost. At this mo- 
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meut Iam looking on, whilstthe beds, the matras- 
ses, the coverings, and the bodies of the victims 
are thrown out of the windows into the street. In 
some streets there is not a sufficiency of carts, and 
some hundred bodies are left in heaps upon the 
pavements, If I said the deaths, are a thousand 
a day, Ishould not exaggerate. Ibelicve the num- 
ber is greater believe all those in the town will 
perish. M. Pararet, the Freacih physician, has this 
instant visited my daughter for the last time. He 
anifounces to me the death of one of iis colleagues, 
M. Mozet. Another, M. Baily, is dangerously ill. 
They will no longer remain in the town, because 
the-general who commands tie first cordon, will 
not consent to fall back a league. Our doctors 
‘wished that every body should go out of the town; 
and since that is not allowed, it-is impossible to 
check the plague. 


Public Papers. 

Message from the president of the United States, 
in relation to the execution of the resolutions di- 
recting the journal of the convention which form. 
ed the constitution, and the secret journal and 
foreign correspondence of the old congress, to 
be printed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, Dec. 17, 1821. 
To the house of representatives of the United States: 


By aresolution of congress, approved on the 27th 
of March, 1818, it was directed that the journal, 
acts, and proceedings of the convention which 
formed the present constitution of the U. S. should 
be-published, under the direction of the president 
of the U, States, together with the secret journals 
of the acts and proceedings, ana the foreign cor- 
respondence, (with a certain exception) of the 
congress of the United States, from the first meet- 
ing thereof, down to the date of the ratification of 
the definitive treaty of peace, between great Bri- 
tain and the United States, in the year 1783, and 
that one thousand copies thereof should be printed, 
of which one copy should be furnished to each 
member of that (the 15th) congress, and the resi- 
due should remain subject to the future disposition 
of congress. 

- And, by a resolution of congress, approved on 
the 21st April, 1820, it was provided, that the se- 
cret journal, together with all the papers and docu- 
ments connected with that journal, and all other 
‘papers and documents, heretofore considered con- 
fidential, of the old congress, from the date of the 
ratification of the definitive treaty of peace, be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain, in the 
year 1783, to the formation of the present govern- 
ment, which were remaining in the office of the se- 
cretary of state, should be published under the 
direction of the president of the United States; and 


that a thonsand copies thereof should be printed 
ana Gepostted in the library, subject to the disposi- 
tion of congress. 


in pursuance of these two resolutions, one thou- 





tad 


By the general appropriation act of 9th April, 
1818, the sum of $10,000 was appropriated for de- 
fraying the expenses of printing done pursuant to 
the resolution of the 27th March of that year. No 
appropriation has yet been made to defray the ex. 
penses incident to the execution of the resolution 
of 2ist April, 1820 ‘The whole expense, hitherto 
incurred in carrying both resolutions into effect, 
has exceeded, by $542 56 the appropriation of 
April, 1818. This balance remains due to the 
printers, and is included in the estimates of appro. 
priations for the year 1822,—That part of the re. 
solution of the 27th March, 1818, which directs 
the publication of the foreign correspondence of 
the congress of the confederation, remains yet to be 


}executed, and a further appropriation will be ne. 


cessary for carrying it into effect. 

JAMES MONROE, 

Washington, Dec. 16, 1821. 

Report of the committee of claims, on the petition 
of .sundry citizens and merchants of Ba!timore, 
praying compensation for damages done their 
vessels, sunk in the harbor of Baltimore, durin 
the late war, accompanied with “a bill for the re.- 
lief of sundry citizens of Baltimore.” 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DEC. 17, 1821. 

The committee of claims, to which was referred 
the memorial of sundry citizens of Baltimore, re- 
port: 

That, in the month of September, 1814, sundry 
vessels belonging to the memorialists were taken 
by public authority, and sunk at the mouth of the 
harbor of Baltimore, to prevent the vessels of the 
enemy from entering that harbour. 

On the 7th March, 1815, the secretary of war 
wrote to colonel Paul Bentalou, quarter-master ge- 
neral, at Baltimore, as follows: «As the owners of 
vessels whicb were sunk at Baltimore will now be- 
come very importunate, and as you probably can- 
not raise them fast enough to meet their wishes 
and expectations, you may therefore permit indi- 
vicuals to raise their own vessels for a stipulated 
sum; orin such other manner as may, in your opi- 
nion, be compatible with the public interest, as it 
is my wish that you should give every facility to 
the raising of those vessels, which may be consist- 
ent with economy and public interest. As there 
no doubt will be many applications to congress, by 
individuals owning those vessels, for compensation 
for damages, by injuries, either to their vessels or 
rigging, while sunk, it would be advisable that 
such damages should be duly ascertained in such 
manner 4s you may think best, at the time the ves- 
sels are respectively raised, and a report thereof 
made to this office.” 

In pursuance of these instructions, three respect- 
able citizens of Baltimore, one an “experienced” 
ship carpenter, one a ship joiner, and the other a 
ship chandler, were appointed to survey the said 
vessels, and appraise the damages; and, in the 
month of September following, a return of the 





sand copies of the journals and acts of the conven. 
tion which formed the constitution, have been here- 
tofore printed and placed at the disposal of con- 
gress; and one thousand copies of the secret jour- 
nals of the congress of the confederation, complete, 
have been printed; two hundred and fitty copies of 
which have been reserved to comply with the di- 
rection of furnishing one cepy to each member of 
the 15th congress, The remaining seven hundred 
and fitty copies have been deposited in the library, 
and are now at the disposal of congress. : 





amount assessed upon each vessel was made to the 
secretary of war; and, in April, 1816, an appropria- 
tion was made to the amount of the several sums 
thus assessed, which was subsequently distributed 
among the claimants. 

On the 7th of January, 1817, the owners of the 
vessels presented their memorial to congress, claim- 
ing a further allowance, alleging that the sums pre- 
viously. awarded them was “not sufficient to pay 
one fourth the expense of repairing,” and that the 
appraisement of damages had been made without 





“their knowledge or’ conourrence.” Upon this 
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memorial, there has been modecision by congress, 
and, on the 15th of February, 1820, James H. Caus- 
ten, one of the memorialists, urged his.claim anew 
upon the consideration of congress, in a separate 
memorial; and, to the reasons previously assigned, 
why further compensation should be made, has 
subjoined a claim for a per diem allowance, from 
the time his vessel was sunk, till the repairs were 
completed, which he alleges, to have been two 
hundred and ninety four days. He also alleges, 
that the vessel was in good repair when sunk, that 
the repairs after it was raised cost three thousand 
five hundred and eighty-nine dollars and three 
cents, and that irreparable injury was done by sink- 
ing, to the amount of one thousand dollars, which, 
with five dollars per day for demurrage, makes an 
aggregate of six thousand and fifty-nine dollars and 
three cents, and deducting therefrom six hundred 
and seventy-five dollars, the amount awarded him 
by the appraisers, he claims a balance from the ge- 
vernment of five thousand three hundred and eigh- 
ty-fout dollars and three cents, being three hun- 
dred and. eighty-four dollars more than his witnes- 
ses prove his vessel to have been worth, before it 
was sunk. 


Equal and exact justice may not have been done | 


by the surveyors who appraised the damages; but 
itis difficult to perceive what measures could now 
be adopted that would be more likely to effect 
the object. The survey and appraisment was made 
by three of the citizens of Baltimore, of acknow- 
ledged skill and respectability; who appear to have 
commenced their labors on the 26th of March, 
1815, and to have concluded them on the 15th of 
August of the same year, and the minuteness of 
their survey, (of which their records furnish proof, ) 
together with the time their attention must have 
been drawn to the subject, forbid the presumption 
that the business of their appointment could have 
been lightly passedover. And were it even admit- 
ted that they could have been influenced by par- 
tial considerations, it would seem at least probable, 
that their partialities must have inclined them to 
the side of their fellow citizens, rather than to that 
of the government. It is believed then, that it 
would be inexpedient to authorise an additional al- 
lowance for damages. 

The committee are, however, of the opinion, 

that, so far as relates to demurrage, the memorial- 
ists are entitled to relief; although until the last 
congress, no claim of that character appearsto have 
been urged upon the attention of congress. Two 
of the surveyors have certified, (and the fact is al- 
80 established by their records), that they made 
no allowance «for the deterioration of the vessels; ”’ 
and it is equally true, that none was made for the 
detention from their owners. ! 
__ Asit is impracticable to ascertain what income, 
if any, would have been derived from the use of 
the vessels antecedent to the close of the war, had 
they not been sunk, it is believed as substantial 
Justice as is practicable in the case, will have been 
done, should a reasonable daily allowance be made, 
ftom the close of the war to the end of a necessary 
Period, for repairing the injuries; and for this pur- 
the committee report a bill, 


ech ee. 





| Legislature of- Vermont. 
Report of a committee, and resolutions of the legis- 
lature of the state of Vermont, on the appropria-. 


tion of public lands for the purposes of education. 
October gession, 1821. 


] 


lency’s message, accompanied with a report and 
sundry resolutions of the legislature of the state 
of Maryland, relative to the appropriations of pub- 
lic land for the purposes of education, and a report 
and sundry resolutions of the iegislature of the state 
of New-Hampshire, on the same subject, beg leave 
to report;— ’ 

That they have attentively considered the said 
reports and the resolutions, respectively, predicat- 
ed thereon, and find them to contain the following 
principles, which, in the opinion of your committee, 
cannot be denied or reajsted. 

That the public lands of the United States, whe- 
ther acquired by force, or by acts or deeds of ces- 


reign governments, are the common property of the 
union, and ought to be appiled to the common use 
and benefit of all the states, in just proportions; and 
not to the use and benefit of any particular state, 
or states to the exclusion of others; and that any 
such partial appropriation of them, for state purpo- 
ses is a violation of our national compact, as well 
as of the principles of just and sound policy. 

And that, as large appropriations of the public 
lands have been made by the United States (and in 
in the opinion of your committee, with perfect pro- 
priety) to certain particular states, for the purpose 
of education, the rights of other states will be vio- 
lated, unless a like appropriation be made to them, 
of the public lands, for the same purposes, in just 
proportion. | 

In these principles your committee fully agree 
with the legislatures of the states of Maryland and 
New-Hampshire; and believe the arguments de- 
tailed in the reports made to the legislatures of 
those states, respectively, and particularly that from 
Ragone of Maryland, to be altogether unanswera- 

e. 

The reports and resolutions, referred to your 
committee, which have been published for the use 
of the general assembly clearly and irresistibly 
elucidate and establish the principles maintained, 
that an attempt, on the present occasion, further, 
or more ample discussion would be superfluvus. 

They may be allowed, however, to suggest, that 
the claims of the state of Vermont, on the subject, 
may be urged with as much justice, as those of any 
other state. 

The burdens and sacrifices of the revolutionary 
war, which secured the sources of our national 


full proportion, by the people of this state.—At the 
same time, as this state was not tlen a member of 
the confederation, no indemnity was obtained from 
the United States, though, ton its accession to thie 
union, it became subject, equally with the other 
states, to the burden of the public debt. 

Your committee recommend to the general as. 
sembly, the adoption of the following resolutions. 

Resolved, by the general assembly of the state of 
Vermont, ‘That each of the United States has an 
equal right to participate in the benefit of the pub- 
lic lands, as the common property of the union; 
and that the states, in whose favor congress haves 


of education, are entitled to such appropriations as 
will be in a just proportion with those heretofore 
made in favor of the other states, 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor, be 
requested to transmit copies of the foregoing re- 
port and resolutions, to each of our senators and 
representatives in congress, with a request, that 
they will use their endeavors te procure the pas. 





The committee to whom was referred his excel- 
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of Vermont, for the purposes of education, such 
quantity of the public lands as shall be equitable 
and just. 

Resolved, That his excellency the fovernor, be 
also requested to transmit copies of the said re. 
port and resolves, to the governors of the several 
states of the union, with a request that they will 
communicate the same to their respective legisla- 
tures, and solicit their co-operation, to carry into 
effect the just principles therein set forth. 

All which is respectfully submitted, by 

HENRY OLIN, for committee. 





















































Legislature of Pennsylvania. 
Report on the subject of appropriations ot public 
lands, for the purposes of education. 

The committee on education, to whom was refer. 
red “the message and documents, transmitted 
by the governor to the legislature on the ninth 
‘day of March last, relative to appropriations of 
public land for the purposes of education,” &c. 
report: 

That the subject-matter referred to them com- 
prehends a report and resolutions, adopted by the | 
legislature of the state of Maryland, «the object 
of which is, to call the attention of congress and 
the legislatures of the several states, to the public 
lands, as a fund, from which appropriaticns for 
the purposes of education, may justly be claimed, 
by all the original states and three of the new 
ones.” | 

_ Your committee have given to the subject, that 
attention which its interest and importance de- 
mands; and the result is an entire concurrence on 
the part of the committee, in the views taken by 
the legislature of the state of Maryland. The re- 
port and resolutions adopted by that body, are en- 
tered at length on the journal of the senate of the 
last session, and the facts and principles, upon 
which the several states, who have not heretofore 
participated in the appropriations which have been 
made of public lands, for the purposes of educa- 
tion, may fairly rest their claim to the same, are 
therein so clearly and satisfactorily elucidated, that 
it would perhaps, be deemed a work of superero- 
gation in your committee to enter into a particu- 
lar and detailed consideration of them. It would 
in effect, be but a repetition of what is already 
spread before the senate, onits own journal. They 
thereiore confine themselves to a very condensed 
statement of the most prominent points, embraced 
in the matter submitted to them. 

Prior to the revolutionary war, the crown of 
Great Britain claimed and exercised the right of 
disposing of extensive tracts of waste and unsettled 
lands, lying within the nominal boundaries of the 
several states. 

Shortly after the declaration of independence, 
it became a question, whether these lands (the 
right to dispose of which, the crown of Great Bri- 
tain had, under the provincial government, thus 
uniformly asserted and exercised), should belong 

. to the United States, or to the several states, with- 
in whose respective limits they lay. 

It is respectfully submitted, that as the property 
and jurisdiction of the soil were acquired by the 
joint councils,’ arms «and means of all the states, 
combined in one common cause, they could not on 


—— 


“By the treaty of peace in seventeen hundred 
and eighty-three, Great Britain relinquished to the 
United States, all claim to the government, pre- 
perty and territorial rights of the same, and every 
part thereof.” 

At subsequent periods the several states withic 
whose nominal limits these lands lay, ceded all 
their claims to the same, tothe United States—ang 
thus, the federal government, by cession from 
Great Britain and the states, acquired an incon. 
trovertible title to all the public lands, east of the 
Mississippi, except a small portion of them, form. 
ing the southern extremity of the states of Alaba- 
ma and Mississippi, which was acquired by pur- 
chase from France. All the territory west of the 
Mississippi, was purchased of France, and the mo. 
ney paid for the same, as well as that paid for ex. 
tinguisiiing the Indian title to the public lands, was 
drawn from the treasury of the United States. 

It appearing, therefore, most satisfactorily, that 

these lands, thus acquired by conquest, cession o1 
purchase, are the common preperty of the union, 
it is conceived that they ought to inure tothe use 
and benefit of all the states in fair proportions— 
and that any appropriations of them for the bene. 
fit ofany particular state, to the exciusion of others, 
is “a violation of the spirit of our national com. 
pact, as well as the principles of justice and sound 
policy.” 
But by the existing laws, relative to the survey 
and sale of the public lands, one thirty-sixth part 
thereof, has been reserved and appropriated, in 
perpetuity, to the support of common schools in 
the states or territories, within which the lands are 
situated; in addition to which, appropriations have 
also been made for the support and encouragement 
of seminaries of iearning of a higher grade, equal 
it is believed, to one-fifth of the appropriations in 
favor of coramon sciiwols, 

Such are substantially the grounds, upon which, 
it is insisted by the legislature of the state of Ma- 
ryland (and with great cogency of reasoning, as 
appears to your committee), “that the states for 
whose benefit no such appropriations have been 
made, are entitled to ask them of congress, not as 
a matter of favor, but of justice.” 

With the liberal and enlightened policy which 
dictated these large appropriations of public land, 
for the support of schools and the diffusion of 
knowledge, in the new states and territories that 
are arising inthe west, no fault can be found. It 1s 
essential to the stability and right administration 
of our government, that the people shouid be en- 
lightened. Ample and permanent provision for the 
purposes of education, should, therefore, be rc- 
garded as an object of primary importance. But 
it is an object important alike to all sections of our 
country; and if itis to be attained by an appropria- 
tion ef the common property of the union, it !s 
right that every state should fairly participate 10 
the benefits resulting from it. 

Such, however, has not been the case: the salt- 
tary effects of the appropriations, for the support 
of schools and the encouragement of science, will 
scarcely be felt beyond the limits of the states anc 
territories in whose favor these appropriations have 
been made. They can be regarded in no othet 
light than as an application of national prope™ 
ty to state purposes, and hence they are in theit 





any principles, consistent with equity and justice, 
be regarded in any other light, than as the cominon 
property of all the states. This position was early 
taken and steadfastly maintained, by most of the 
states, but especially by the state of Maryland, 







nature partial and unjust, unless extended to all the 


| states. 


If, then, Pennsylvania have a fair and equitable 


‘claim to such an. appropriation of the public a 
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in a just proportion with those heretofore made in 
favor of the other states, (and your committee con. 
ceive that she undoubtedly has), the question arises, 
whether it is expedient to urge this claim upon the 
attention of congress. Upon this point also, your 
committee entertain no doubt. From a calculation, 
contained in the report submitted to this commit. 
tee, (which calculation, it is believed, has becn 
made upon correct data), it appears that Pennsyl- 
yania is entitled to,an appropriation of nine hun- 
dred and ninety five thousand seven hundred and 
thirty-two acres, in order to place her on an equali- 
ty with those states in whose favor appropriations 
have already been made. Attwo dollars per acre, 
which is less than the average price of all the pub- 
lic lands that have heretofore been sold, this would 
amount to one million nine hundred and ninety-one 
thousand four hundred and sixty-four dollars. It 
cannot be necessary for your committee to point 
out the important and happy consequences which 
would result to the commonwealth trom the pos- 
session and judicious application of such a fund, to 
the purposes of education, It would enable the 
legislature, in compliance with the long neglected 
injunction in our constitution, effectually to «pro- 
vide by law for the establishment of schools through. 
out the state, in such manner that the poor may be 
taught gratis.” It would insure to “the arts and 
sciences” that liberal legislative patronage, which 
the enlightened framers of our constitution seem 
to have had in contemplation when they declared 
that they “shall be promoted in one or more semi- 
varies of learning.” 

Your committee observe, with pleasure, that a 
resolution, having for its basjs the report of the 
legislature of Maryland, has already been introduc- 
ed into congress, It has been arrested in its pro- 
gress, however, in order that the national legisla- 
ture may, before acting finally on it, learn what 
opinion will be expressed by the several state le- 
gisldtures now in session. To that high sense of 
justice, which has ever characterized our national 
councils, each state may, on all occasions, with con- 
fidence and safety, submit its claims. If any assu- 
rance of success were wanting in the present in- 
stance, save that which is derived from the charac- 
ter of strict rightand justice which the claim bears, 
it will be found in the deep interest which so many 
of the states have, in common with Pennsylvania, 
in the prosecution of the claim to a satisfactory 
issue, They will, no doubt, make a simultaneous 
effort to obtain what is so clearly their right; and, 
in the apprehension of your committee, the legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania would be wanting in duty to 
ihe commonwealth, should it suffer the present fa- 
vorable moment to pass by unimproved. 

Your committee, therefore, respectfully recom- 
mend the adoption of the following resolutions: 

Resalved, by the senate and house of represen- 
tatives of the commonwealth of Penasylvania, in 
general assembly met, That each of the United 
States has an equal right to participate in the be- 
nefits resulting from the public lands, the commoh 
property of the union. 
_ Be it further resolved by the authority aforesaid, 
Phat the states in whose favor congress has not 


made appropriations of land for the purposes of 


education, ure entitled to such appropriations, as 
will correspond, in a just proportion, with those 
heretofore made in favor of the other states, 

Be it further resolved b y the authority aforesaid, 
that the governor be, and he hereby is, requested 
to transmit copies of the foregoing resolutions to 


gress, with a request that they will use their endea- 
vors to procure the passage of an act appropriating 
to the state of Pennsylvania, for the purposes of 
education, such portion of the public lands as shall 
be equitable and just. 








Finances of Pennsylvania. 
Extract frem the auditor-general’s statement of the 
receipts and expenditures for 1821. 
“In comphance with your communication, which 
I had the honor of receiving on the 30th ultimo, 
calling upon me for information respecting the 
state of the finances of the commonwealth, during 
the current year, I have prepared, from official do- 
cuments, a statement of the receipts and expendi- 
tures, from the Ist day of December, 1820, to the 
30th November, 1821, both days inclusive, of which 
the following is an abstract, viz: 
| RECEIPTS. 
Bank loan, p. act of 28th March, 1820 $100,000 00 
Stock loan, per act of 2d April, 1821, 
reimbursable in 20 years 1,000,000 00 


Lands and land office fees 31,689 42 
Auction duties 58,777 93 
Tavern licenses 36,601 S14 
Tax on offices 12,619 43 
Fees of the secretary of state’s office 2,595 85 
Dividends on bank stock 116,056 00 
Ditto on turnpike and bridge stock 6,800 00 
‘T'ax on banks 22,294 51 
Auction commissions 18,490 00 


Duties on retailers of foreign merchan- 


dise 2,372 64 
Militia fines 2,932 29 
Exempt fines 4,446 68 
Court fines 432 08 
Old debts 2,465 12 
Miscellaneous 2,113 94 

—eee ey 





1,420,586 404 
Balance in the treasury on the Ist . 


December, 1820 27,369 90 








$1,447,956 So4 


eee 


%577,259 29 
168,096 264 





EXPENDITURES. 
Improvements 
Expenses of government, ordinary 
and contingent 





Militia expenses 17,747 524 
Removal of convicts 5,049 O07 
Pensions 18,491 33 
Pennsylvania claimants 9,545 04 
State capitol 46,000 00 
Deaf and dumb institution 9,680 00 
yducation 11,000 60 
Penitentiary at Pittsburgh 18,734 40 
Penitentiary at Philadelphia 21,000 606 
Inspectors of the new prison 6,506 82 
Interest on loans 36,158 31 
Expenses consequent on the late war 675 93 
Miscellaneous 8,362 90 
954,306 88 


Balance in the treasury on the Ist 

December, 1821 493,649 421 
$1,447,956 303 

On examining this statement, and comparing it 
with the estimate of the late auditor-general, made 
during the last session of the legislature, you wiii 
perceive that, while the receipts from the different 








| branches of revenue have been augmented, the 
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expenditures of public money have decreased. On | compensation allowed by the law was esteemed 80 inadequate for 
further examination it will also appear, that the. 


— 


the services required, that it has been found impossible to obtain 
competent assistants to undertake them. With regard to the 


difference in the amount of revenue, between this | eastern district of Virginia, and the district of Alabama, it is fur 


and the preceding year, will exceed forty-five thou- ; ther to be observe 


t some incidental obstacles and delays to 
the completion of the returns resulted from the decease of their 


sand dollars: and, unless it should experience a di- respective marshals, and th lapse of time before the pessible ap 


minution arising from causes not anticipated, during | pointment of their successors, while the taking of the 


the ensuing year, the revenue for 1822 may be ex- 


4 4 €numera- 
tion was in progress. - Justice to these officers, who have all mani- 
fested a due earnestness in the exertion of all their abilitivs to 


pected to improve still more, and the amount of complete their returns in season, will, it is hoped, justify the sug, 


difference, compared with that of 1821, be calcu- 
Jated at $75,000.” 


in 
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Seventeenth Congress—first session. 
IN THE SENATE, 
December 20. The president communicated to 
he senate the following letter from the secretary 
of state, accompanied by sundry papers connected 
with the subject thereof, which were read and re- 
ferred to the committee on the judiciary. 
To the president of the senate of the U. States. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATF, 


Washjnzton, 18th December, 1821. 


Sir—By the 12th section of the act of congress of 14th March, 
1820, “to provide fur taking the fourth census or enumeration of 








“the inhabitants of the U. States, and for other purposes,” it was 


scribed that, “when the aforesaid enumeration should be com- 
pleted, and returned to the office of the secretary of state, by the 
marshals of the states and territories, he should direct the print- 
ers to congress to print, for the use of the congress, fifteen hun- 
dred copies thereot.” 

By the thirdsection of the same act, the marshals, respectively, 
were required, under a certain penalty, on or before the first day 
of April, of the present year, to transmit to the secretary of state 
the:ageregate amount of each description of persons within their 
respective districts or territories 

By an act passed on the third of March last, the time prescribed 
for the marshals and their assistants to perform the various du- 
tiés assigned to them, by the act of 14th March, 1820, was enlarged 
to the first day of September of the present year. 

The eighth section of thé orizinal act fr taking the census 
authorized and required the secretary of state to transmit, to the 
several marshals of the several districts and territories, regniations 
and instructions pursuant to the act for carrying the same into 
effecr, and, also, of the forms contained therein of the schedule to 
be returned, and such other forms as might be necessary, in car- 
rying the act into execution, and proper interrogatories te be ad- 

ministered by the several persons to be employed in taking the 
enumeration. 

And in the tenth section of the act, it was made the duty of the 
several marshals and their assistants, at the time for taking the 
census, to take, under the direction of the secretary_of state, and, 
according to such jnstructions as he should give, and such forms 
as he should prescribe, an account of the several] manufacturing 
establishments, and their manufactures, within their several dis- 
tricts, territories and divisions; the assistants were required to 
make return of the same to their respective marshals, and the 
marshals to transmit the returns and abstracts thereof to the se 
eretary of state, at the same time with-the returns of the enu* 
mMeration. , 

I have the honor of communicating, herewith, printed copies 
of the instructions, regulations, forms and interrogatories, trans- 
mitted tu the marshals, in execution of the eighth and tenth sec- 
tions of the act. 

The returns of the enumeration have not, even to this day, 
been completely made to the office of this department. Several 
of those which have been made, have been received since the 
first af September, the day last limited by law for their reception 
The district of Kershaw, in South Carolina, is the only one trom 
which any further return is to be expected, and, by the letter of 
the marshal ofthat slistrict, it is hoped that it will be received by 
the commencement of the ensuiug year. 

Fifteen hundred copies of all the returns received, including 
those which have come in $inee the first of September, have been 
printed by the printers of egngress, conformably to the intentions 
of the act,and are now at their disposal. 

No provision is made,in the act for taking the census, with re- 
gard tothe returns of the manufacttring establishments, and their 
manufactures. They-are at the office of the department, subject 
. such order as congress may think proper totake concerning 
them 
’ The returns which have been received sinee the first of Sep- 
tember have been from the marshals of the eastern distriet of. Vir- 
ginia, of Georgia, of Alabama, and of Mississippi. The last re- 
turn from Alabama {was received since the meeting of congress, 
not directly from the marshal, but from the executive depart- 
ment of the state.. A copy of the letter received with it, and 
also of that received from the marshal, with the general return, 
is herewith transmitted. As there is, by the original census act, 
a penalty annexed to the failure by the marshals of transmitting 
the returns within the time prescribed. it is proper to be remark- 
ed that this failure does not in any instance appear to have re- 
suites! from remissness on the part of the officer in the perform- 
ance oi his duty. The reasons assigned by them all for the delay 
aitending these returas have heen the same; namely, that the | 


tion of a provision by congress to shield them from the: poss, 
le effect of a penalty for deficiencies which appear to have arisen 
from causes beyond their contro! 
Ihave the horior to be, with great respect, sir, your very hum- 
ble and obedient servant, JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 


Mr. Ho'mes, of Maine, submitted the following 
resolution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to communicate to the senate the names 
and compensation of the deputies and clerks who 
are or have been employed by any officer of the 
customs since the year 1816. 

Mr. Thomas communicated to the senate sundry 
resolutions adopted by the legislature of the state 
of Illinois in regard to the amendments proposed 
by the state of Pennsylvania to the constitution of 
the United States; which resolutions declare the 
concurrence of [llinois in that amendment, which 
proposes that congress shall make no law to 
authorize any bank, or other moneyed institu- 
tion, except inthe District of Columbia, and that 
every bank so authorized, and its branches, shall 
be confined to the District of Columbia; also the 
concurrence of the state in the amendment 
which proposes to establish an uniform mode of 
electing eléctors of the president and vice presi- 
dent of the United States and representatives in 
congress; also the disagreement of Hilinois to that 
amendment which proposes that no law varying 
the compensation of the members of congress shall 
take effect during the time for which the congress 
that shall pass such a law, shall have been elected. 
The senate took up the resolution offered on 
Tuesday by Mr. Williams, of Tennessee, calling on 
the secretary of war for certain information rela- 
tive to the subsistence of the army. 

On motion, the following clause was added to the 
resolution: . 

«Stating the rank of the officers, their number, 
and the number of the soldiers, in actual service, for 
each year, together with the amount of their pay 
and subsistence, from the commencement of the 
military establishment.” 


December 21. The senate was wholly occupied 
this day in preparatory matters to business, to be 
noticed hereafter, Adjourned to Monday. 
December 24. Mr. Knight.communicated to the 
\senate sundry resolutions of the legislature of 
| Rhode Island, approving of the Maryland propo- 
sitions relative to the distribution of a portion of 
|the public lands, for the promotion of education, 
to those states which have received no donation of 
that Kind, equal to what bas been granted to the 
new states. : 

A number of petitions were received anc sun- 
dry bills passed to a second reading. 

December 26. The senate did not sit this day, 
having adjourned until to-morrow. ‘ 
December, 27. Mr. Knight laid the folloW'"5 
resolution on the table: 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affair® be 
instructed to enquire into the rate and amount Fe 
ceived per annum for commission or compensation 
of the several navy agents, and also the mode prac- 
tised by them in furnishing the navy of the United 
States with supplies; and that they teport by bill 
or otherwise. 
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The resolution for the distribution of the secret 
‘ournal, &c. of the old congress, was considered in 
committee of the whole, and passed to a third read- 
Ser: Johnson, of Ky. after some remagks, whieh 
at this late hour we cannot insert, submitted the 
following resolution: 

«Resolved, That the committee on the post office 
and post roads be instructed to enquire into the ex- 
nediency of authorising the post-master-general to 
permit the post-masters, in the western country, to 
receive, for postage on letters, the currency of 
the state in whith the said offices are located.” 

Many petitions were presented and referred— 
among them one from the bank of the United States 
«praying certain legislative enactments for the re- 
lief of the institution,” and another from the Tran- 
sylvania University of Kentucky, praying for a re- 
peal of the duty on books. A part of this day’s sit- 
ting was employed on executive business. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Thursday, Dec. 20. The following is the sub- 
stance of the remarks offered on the resolution 
submitted by Mr. Colden, to inquire if the bank of 
the United States had not been inthe practice of 
taking more than six per cent. per ann. for or on 
its loans or discounts. 

Mr. C, stated the object of the resolution to be, 
to inquire and ascertain whether the bank of the 
United States had not violated its charter. It 
would be recollected, that, by the express terms of 
the act constituting the bank, this house was au- 
thorized to institute a committee to make such in- 
quiry. He had been informed by good authority, 
that, from its first estublishment to the present 
time, the bank had been in the habit of requiring, 
and receiving, a greater interest than six per cent, 
to which it is limited by the charter. The manner 
in which this was dene, was by miscalculation of 


time, giving to the year only 360 days, instead of | p 


365. This might, at first, appear to be an unim- 
portant matter; but it will be found, on calculation, 
that, upon the discounts made at that bank, the dif 
ference in seventy years would amountto a sum 
equal to the whole capital of the bank. It was 
true, that the charter limited the duration of the 
bak to thirty years: but it was equally true, that it 
looked forward to a renewal of its charter, and 
would probably be able to accomplish its object. 

Mr. Little opposed the resolution. If the gen- 
tleman from New York had documents to prove 
the fact upon the bank, it would be most proper to 
issue a quo warranto, and to summon the institu- 
tonto appear and show cause why its violated 
charter should not be taken from it. But, if such 
documents did not exist, he could not, for one, 
feel willing to leave this place to goas an inquisi- 
torto Philadelphia, to overhaul the proceedings of 
that bank. 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, had no objection against 
making inquiry into the subject. He could not 
say particularly what had been the usages of the 
mother bank, but, with regard to the branches, he 
believed it would be feund that they had adopted 
the’same rules with regard to the calculation of 
time, that had been uniformly adopted by other 

anks throughout the country. 

Mr. Tucker, of Virginia, -rose to inquire of the 
Hover if he had other proof with respect to the 
taking of a greater interest than six per cent. 
“xcept such as grew out of the substitution of 360 


ren! for 365, in their calculations of annual inte- 











Mr. Colden replied that he had—for he also un- 
derstood that they took the interest of 64 days on 
a loan for 63 days. But he supposed all subordi- 
nate inquiries would fall under that of the genes 
ral character which he had submitted, and he 
thought the practice to which the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. Smith) had alluded, however ex- 
tensive it might be, afforded no excuse to the bank 
of the United States for an obvious breach of the 
law. : 

Mr. Tucker rejoined, that however correct the 
principle might be, were it introduced for the pur. 
pose of settling an inchoate practice, yet, as an- 
usage had been created by common consent 
throughout the union, he did not feel willing to dis- 
turb it. It might create great confusion and alarm. 
He believed that there were few, if any, banking 
institutions that did not violate the literal con- 
struction of their charters. Not only was this the 
case, in the two instances to which the gentleman 
from New York had referred, but also in requir- 
ing the interest inadvance. This was a compound 
interest; but no law had forbidden it—and these 
usages had been adopted, so far as he was acquaint- 
ed, by every bank in the country. “The people 
had acquiesced in them, and communis error facit 
legem. It wasa prescriptive law with which it was 
not perhaps prudent to interfere. If the bank of 
the United States, in this particular, were usurers, 
so were the state banks; and if we undertake to 
unsettle the custom, the whole country will be put 
into commotion. The excess which these nice cal- 
culations created were smafl in amount, and de 
minimis non curat lex.—The banks lend their mo- 
ney at 60days: Asthe year consists of 365 days, 
the 5 odd days must be lost by the bank or the 
borrower, and it has been generally admitted that 
the fraction should be calculated in favor of the 
bank: In view of all these considerations he did 
not think it was expedient for congress to inter- 
ose on the occasion. 

Mr. Randolph felt under an obligation to the gen- 
tleman from New York, for bringing the subject 
in question under the consideration of congress. 
In his -opinion it was entitled to serious inquiry, 
nor did he apprehend that the inquiry would pre. 
duce the effects which the gentleman who had just 
sat down (Mr. Tucker) seemed to contemplate. 
The congress of the United States had nothing to 
do with the state banks; but this institution was 
within their special cognizance, The difference 
of time on which usurious interest was exacted 
was regarded as a‘trifle! In the exchequerof the 
gentleman over the way (Mr. Tucker) it might 
be a trifle: but to the people of the United States 
it was no smal] amount. Once in 70 years there 
was thus exacted from the people an amount 
equal tothe whole extent of its capital, by this 
body without a soul. And because the system of 
extortion had extended, it must therefore be con- 
tinued—and the generality of the offence was to 
ensure its impunity. In a land that boasted of 
being governed by laws, he hoped that such a 
doctrine would not be allowed to prevail, A re- 
medy ought to be applied. An exemption, in his 
opinion shameful, was last year made in favor of 
that bank, and he hoped that this congress would 
not manifest a similar subserviency. Frauds ought 
not to be sanctioned by this house, whether com- 
mitted by individuals or by bodies corporate. Mr. 
R. disavowed any connexion with banking institu- 
tions, whether national or territorial, and with re- 
spect to most of them, he believed it was true that 


less said the better. © 
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Mr. Little moved to amend the resolution, so as 
to referit to the committee on the judiciary. The 
motion was negatived, and the resviution adopted 
as moved, 

Friday, Dec. 21. Mr. Lowndes appeared and took 
his seat. 

A number of reports, from the different com- 
mittees, on private petitions, were received, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Condict it was 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire and report upon the 
expediency of affording aid, by the United States, 
to any company incorporated under the laws of New 
Jersey, for the purpose of connecting, by a canal, 
the waters of the Delaware and Rariton. 

On motion of Mr. WVelson, of Id. it was 

Resolved, That the comrnissioner of the public 
buildings be directed to report to this house a state- 
ment of the amount of unimproved property in the 
city of Washington, belonging to tae United States, 
with an estimate of its probable cash value at this 
time. 

A joint resolution submitted by Mr. Campbell, of 
Ohio, (in relation to the census), having been en- 
grossed, on motion was read a third time and pass- 
ed, in the words following: 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That the secretary of state be instructed to furnish 
to each member of the present congress, and the 
delegates from territories, the president and vice- 
president of the United States, the executive of 
each state and territory, the attorney general and 
judges of the courts of the United States, and the 
colleges and universities in the United States, each 
one copy; for the use of the departments, viz. state, 
treasury, war and navy, five copies each; for the use 
of the senate, five copies; und for the use of the 
house of representatives, ten copies, of the mar- 
shals’ returns of the fourth census; and that the 

residue of the copies of the said returns be deposit- 
ed in the library of congress. 

Mr. Mallary submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be 

directed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing one or more naval schools, for the purpose 
of promoting the instruction of such persons as may 
be intended for the naval service of the United 
States. 

The resolution was negatived. 

After some time spent in the consideration of a 
private claim, the house adjourned to Monday. 

Monday, Dec. 24. Many petitions were received 
~-among therm were petitions presented by Messrs. 
Gorham, Eddy and Sawyer, trom sundry inhabitants 
in the respective states of Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, and North Carolina, praying for. the esta- 
blishment of an uniform system of bankruptcy, 
which were severally referred to the committee of 
the whole. 

Mr. Colden presented a petition from certain 
dealers of hardware in the city of New-York, pray- 
ing for an additional duty of five per cent. on sales 
of hardware at auction. 

Several reports from committees on private land 
claims were received. 

On motion of Mr. Rochesier, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
requested to report to this house the quantity of 
land relinquished to the United States; the quanti- 
ty on which full payment has been made; and the 
quantity on which further credit has been allowed 

under the provisions of the act “for the relief of 


ee. | 


day of July, 1820,” passed March 2d, 1821; distin. 
guishing the amount of the debt on which further 
credit has been allowed. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, of Pa. it was 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs be 
instructed to inquire whether any, and, if any, what 
change is expedient in the system of our intercourse 
with the Indian tribes; and also to inquire what 
further measures ought to be adopted for the pro. 
motion of their comfort and civilization. 

The following gentlemen compose the commit. 
tee to report a bill apportioning representatives 
among the several states according to the fourth 
census: 

Messrs. Campbell, of O. Harvey, Dwight, Dur. 
fey, Tomlinson, Mallary, Colden, Holcombe, Bald. 
win, McLane, Wright, Randolph, Edwards, of N.C. 
Lowndes, Reid, Trimble, Allen, of Ten. Johnston, 
of Lou. Hendricks, Rankin, Cook, Moore, of Als, 
Whitman, Scott. 

Wednesday, Dec. 26. Mr. Russ, of Connecticut, 

and Mr. Walker, of North Carolina, appeared, were 
qualified, and took their seats. 
Mr. Wiliams made a report unfavorable to the 
claims of certain sufferers on the Niagara frontier 
during the late war—referred to a committee of the 
whole. 

Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, submitted the following 
resolution: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United states of America, in congress assem. 
bled, That the secretary of state be directed to cause 
to be classified, and reduced to such form as he 
may deem most conducive to the diffusion of in- 
formation, the accounts of the several manufactur- 
ing establishments and their manufactures, taken 
in pursuance of the tenth section of the act, en- 
titled «An act to provide for taking the fourth cen- 
sus or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States, and for other purposes,” approved the 14th 
of March, 1820; and that he cause 1,500 copies of 
the digest, so to be made, to be printed, subject to 
the disposition of congress. 

On motion of Mr. Lowndes, it was 

Resolved, That the report on weights and me3- 
sures made by the secretary of state on the 22d of 
February, 1821, be referred to a select committee. 

Mr. Rochester called for the consideration of the 
resolution introduced by him on Monday, request 
ing information from the treasury department rel 
tive to the sales of. public lands. 

The house agreed to consider the same, and, af: 
ter some explanations and remarks, was adopted. 

Mr. Tucker, of Virginia, called for the considers- 
tion of the resolution he had submitted on a former 
day, so to alter the standing rules of the house, 4 
to admit upon the floor the present and past met: 
bers of the legislatures of the several states. 

The house agreed to consider the resolution, 
when 

poe Tucker explained his views—they were libe- 
ral and American. Members of foreign legislatures 
were admitted, he thought that owr own should be, 
&c. Mr. Taylor objected tothe manner of carrying 
the resolution into effect, resting, as it did, on the 
discretion of the speaker—it would impose an 10 
vidious duty upon him. Mr. Baldwin had felt »° 
difficulty from an extension of the rule--he W%® 
not pleased that a privilege was extended to a mem 
ber of the legislatures of Nova Scotia and Nev 
Brunswick, that was refused to legislators of Pen™ 
sylvania. and Massachusetts. Mr. Randolph gene 
rally opposed the extension of the rule--he hinte 





the purchasers of the public lands prior to the Ist 


at the admission of ladies, if it was extended: ther¢ 
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was disorder enough in the house already, without 
“increasing the stock of materials. Finally, the ques- 


tion was taken and the amendment lost. ]} 

A communication from the navy hospital commis- 
aioners was then read, referred to the committee on 
commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


The speaker \aid before the house the follawing 


report, prepared in obedience to a resolve offered 
by Mr. Neison, of Md. on the 21st instant— 
Ofice of the commissioner of public buildings, 
Washington, Dec. 26, 1821. 
Srn—In obedience to a resvlution of the house 
of representatives, passed the 21st instant, requir- | 
ing a report of the amount of unimproved pro- 


the arrears due him as wages, amounting to about 
20 dollars, 

The committee had reported in favor of granting 
the ai td of the petition in relation to the bounty 
land only. 

Mr. Allen, of Mass. moved to amend the bill so as 
to cover the claim for arrears of pay. 

A discussion ensued, in which Messrs. Allen, 
Campbell, of Ohio, Edwards, of N. C.and Walworth, 
took part. 

The amendment was resisted principally on the 
ground that it would establish a dangerous princi- 
ple: that it would be legislating upon personal pro- 
 perty, liable to be taken from the mother by an ad. 


perty in the city of Washington, belonging to the | ministrator of the estate of the deceased—-in which 


United States, with an estimate of its probable 
cash value at this time, I bave the honor to state— 

That the public ground consists of two descrip- 
tionsist. building lots, assigned to the United 
States upon a division with the original prouprie- 
tors, agreeably to the terms and conditions of the 
deeds of trust for the ground within the limits of 
the city, by which proprietors ceded to the United 
States one half of the public Jands without any pe- 
cuniary equivalent; 2d. *Reservations” of entire 
squares or larger sections of ground purchased 
from the original proprietors on account of, and for 
the use of the United States. 

Any estimate of the cash value of this property, 
must, under the present circumstances, be ex- 
tremely arbitrary. Owing to the general stagna- 
tion of business, and scarcity of a circulating me- 
dium, few sales have been effected, either on pub- 
lic or private account, within the last year or two; 
znd it is only from actual sales in the vicinity, that 
the value of any given lot can be ascertained. The 
average price of the public lots, heretofore sold, 
is $180 per lot, or about 3.419 cents per square 
foot. Taking this as the rule of valuation, the 
whole of the ground belonging to the United 
States in the city of Washington, would amount to 
to 1,733,310 dollars. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. your obedient ser- 
vant, SAMUEL LANE, 

Commissioner of public buildings. 
To the hon. P. P. Batnovun, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 

Thursday, Dec. 27. Mr. Floyd submitted the 
following resoJution: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this house 
an account of the expenditures made under the 
acts to provide for the civilization of the Indian 
“ribes, 

The resolution lies on the table of course. 

Mr. Sterling submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed 
“‘Oinquire into the expe@iency of referring the un- 
settled claims against the United States, growing 
out of the iate war with Great Britain, to the third 
auditor of the treasury department, to be settled 


case she would derive no benefit from the provision. 

The amendment was negatived; and, thereupon, 
the said bill was reported to the house without 
amendment, when the same was ordered to be en.. 
grossed for a third reading. : 

Mr. Tracy submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the treasury be 
instructed to report to this house whether in any 
cases, and, if any, in what cases, and under what 
circumstances, allowances have been made to pub- 
lic officers in the nature of compensation for dis- 
counts paid on bills of exchange or treasury notes, 
or for damages or interest paid on protested go- 
verninent bills. 

The resolution lies on the table of course. 

Mr. Randolph made an unsuccessful motion to ad- 
journ until Monday —negatived—ayes 64 nays 66. 

The rest of the business transacted this day will 
appear in its course—nothing of importance was 
done. 
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Gen. Jacksen—lIt is positively stated that his re- 
signation, as governor of the Floridas, has been 
received by the president of the United States. 

Cen. Brown, we are sincerely glad to learn, 
has nearly recovered hishealth, and the vigor of 
his mind is not in the least impaired by. his late dis- 
tressing illness. 

Bank defauliers. %t will be recollected by our 
readers, that in April last, at Hartford county court, 
it was decided, by two of the judges, judge Dor- 
sey dissenting, that the charges contained in the 
indictments against certain bank officers in this 
city, were not criminal offences against the laws of 
this state. 

The several causes which were so decided, were 
removed by writs of error tg the court of appeals 
of this state, at Annapolis, which commenced its 
session on the first Monday of this month, and 
which was occupied until Saturday last, on hearing 
the arguments of counsel, when the court, four 
judges being present, unanimously reversed the 
opinion of the county court, and ordered writs of 
procedendo, under which the cases will again be 


by him, under the superintendence of the secretary 4 tried in Harford county.—Fed, Gaz. 


of war. upon principles of equity and justice, or to 


The siave trade, under the Portuguese flag and 


provide otherwise for the disposition of said claims{ chiefly for the Brazil market, is very actively pro. 


in such manner as shall be just to the claimants andj secuted on the coast of Angola. 


The last accounts 


safe to the United States, and that they have leave] name seven or eight vessels then engaged in it, one 


‘6 report by bill or otherwise. } 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the 
Whole, on the case of Peggy MelNen— 
__ The petitioner was the mother of Alfred Steb- 
ons, a natural son, who was a soldier in the late 
War, and died in the service, without beirs. The 
mother petitioned to receive the bounty land to 
which her son would have been entitled, and alyo 
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a frigate-built ship, strongly manned and armed, 
and fitted to carry a cargo of twelve hundred 
wretched human beings! «i tremble when I think 
that Gop is just.” 

Slaves. A French Guineaman, the brig Le Pen- 
see, has arrived at New Orleans, with 250 slaves 
on board. It appears that she was captured by a 





Colombian privateer, an@, with the privateer, rv 
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captured by the United States’ ship, Hornet. The 
privateer was ordered to another port. Lieut. 
Armstrong, of the Hornet, has charge of the brig — 


whose arrival in ou? waters, with the slaves on’ 


board, we sincerely regret; in one way or another, 
they will probably be added to the amoust of the 
great evil of our country. : 
Extract of a letter to the secretary of the navy from 
lieut. commandant James Ramage. 
U. 8. schooner Porpoise, off Matanzas, 
Island of Cuba, 24th November, 1821. 

«On the 4th inst. I received infurmation of a pi- 
ratical boat off cape Antonio; on the 8th [ arrived 
there, and captured her, loaded with goods. The 
goods I teck onboard here. The crew of the cap- 
tured boat made their escape to the woods on the 
approach of our force. 

From Florida.—¥rom the Florida Gazette of the 
ist inst. it ‘appears that capt. Bell returned on the 
28th ult. from the Alachua country, after an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to obtain a meeting of the Seminole 
Indians, in consequence of their being dispersed in 
their hunting expeditions. Capt. B. traversed 
about 300 miles,of the Indian country during his 
expedition, : 

The glass cutters of Boston have challenged those 
of New-York at a trial of skill, for a stake of one 
hundred dollars. 

An Indian woman, named Hannah Dexter, the last 
of the Natick tribe of Indians, was lately murdered 
by her grandson, in a frolic, at Natick, Massachu- 
setts, aged 76 years. 

Deaf and dumb. There are 371 deaf and dumb 
persons in Pennsylvania, and 18 who are dumb 
only, as ascertained by the last census; which shews 
that the deaf and dumb in that state are abotit as 
one to 2700 of the whole population. 

Gaming houses. The legislature of Louisiana has 
revived a very severe act against gaming houses, 
The mayor of the city or parish judges may, at any 
time, day or night, enter any public house, no mat- 
ter what name it is called, to ascertain if games of 
hazard are played, &c, and the keepers of gaming 
houses may be fined in the sum of 1,000 dollars for 
every offence. Kentucky has levied a tax of 500 
dollars a year on billiard tables. 

Worthy of imitation. We state, with no little sa- 
tisfaction, that on board the ship Caledonia, capt. 
Donaldson, which lately, sailed from this port, for 
Canton, was shipped a complete szite of floor cloth, 
of M:Cauley’s manufactory, in this city, for the 
dwelling house of the American consul, Mr. Wil- 
cocks, at Canton. They were of the largest size, 
and of the richest patterns. It will perhaps not be 
deemed impertinent, to suggest that, if our con- 
suls in different parts of the world, were to follow 
the example of Mr. Wilcocks, they would essential 
ly contribute to the interest, and reflect credit on, 
our domestic fabrics. Phil. pap. 

Vermont. The revenue of this state for the last 
year was 53,292 dollars; the expenditures 43,382. 

Finances of North Carolina. The balance remain. 
ing in the treasury Nov. Ist, 1820, was 156,875 dol- 
lars 3934 cents. Revenue of the present year, 
$150,917 48.- Disbursements in the same period, 
%193,693 43, (“including treasury notes and other 
- money burnt.”) Balance in the treasury on the 1st 
day of November, 1821, $114,099 144. 

Georgia. An act has passed the house of repre- 
sentatives for the permanent endowment of the 
university. It appropriates 25,000 dollars for the 
purpose of erecting a new collegiate edifice at 
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Athens, and its annual revenue will amount to 8.00 
dollars. A bill has passed the senaté to reduce the 
salaries of the governor, judges &c. | 
Kentucky. “The medical: school at Lexington 
commenced its present session on the 8th ult, un. 
der circumstances highly flattering to the profes. 


{sors of the institution. The number of students 


has increased to about 120—-others are still ex. 
pected. 

Bank stock. The following is given in the trea. 
surer’s report as the amount of stock owned by the 
state of Georgia, in the different banks in the state. 

By the abstract of the treasurer of the state, it 
appears that the bank stock owned by the state is 
of the following description: 

5,000 shares in the bank of the state of 

Georgia, on which has been paid $100 
per share, $500,000 








5,000 shares in the Darien bank, $65, 325,000 
1,000 do. Augusta bank, $100, 100,000 
1,000 do. Planters’ bank, $80, 80,000 
12,000 shares. $ 1,095,000 


The balance of cash in the treasury on 

the 4th of Nov. 1821, amountedto $145,316,607 

A mathematician. Jedediah Buxton, Zerah Col. 
burn and others, are well known to have adopted 
for their own use, some methods of calculation 
easier than those resorted to by our best scholars, 
even if Algebraic. There is now an ore-washer at 
the iren works near Luray, Shenandoah county, 
Virginia, a young man named Benjamin Cubbage— 
a person that cannot either read or write, who seems 
to rival any that has gone before him. His extra- 
ordinary memory and faculties have not long develo- 
ped themselves. His manner of resolving different 
questions in his mind, and the extent to which his 
memory goes, may be gathered from the following 
brief extract from an account of him recently pub- 
lished—*His mode of operating is novel,.though 
susceptible in most cases of explanation. In multi- 
plication he appears to dissect the sum propos- 
ed, thereby mcreasing the number of multiplicands, 
or multipliers, yet lessening the number of figures 
in each; for example, when asked the square of 
37,534,345, he answered with precision, 1,408,828,- 
054,579,025, and when requested to explain his 
mode of proceeding, observed, that he multiplied 
37,534,345, successively by 37,000,000,—500,000— 
34,000—345, and that the several products, when 
added together, made the square of the number 
proposed.’”’ 

The Lehigh. Nineteen arks, with coal, arrived at 
Philadelphia on the 29th ult. . 

Tobacco. ‘The entire export of 1821, the year 
ending on the Ist of Oct. was 67,056 bhds. of all 
descriptions. In 1820, it amounted to 83,823 hhds. 
making a difference of 17,467. 

Manilla cotton. Com. Porter having received 
some of the seed of this cotton, forwarded it to 
Mr. Skinner, editor of the “American Farme?,”’ 
who carefully distributed it. The Manillq-cotton 
is of short staple, but remarkable for its softness— 
resembling silk. 

Turnips. Col. Thomas Hillen, a valuable farmet 
living a short distance from Baltimore, bas lately 
published an account of acrop of turnips raised by 
him. He cultivated three acres, one fourth and 14 
perches, and his calculation of the product of that 
quantity of lend amounts to 101,565 lbs. of trim- 
med turnips, or about 1,660 bushels. Many of them 
measured from 25 to 50 inches in circumference. 
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